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1. Introduction

A mineral spring is one whose water contains mineralized matter, gases, radio-
active substances, etc. A thermal spring is not always a mineral spring. The name
“mineral spring” is given to a spring in which 1 kg of water contains more than
1 g of solid matter; others are called a simple spring. According to this definition,
almost none of the thermal springs in Korea may be referred to as mineral springs,
but are simple springs.

As to the classification of thermal and cold springs, Komapa® treated springs
less than 20°C in maximum temperature as cold springs, and springs 20°C or
higher in maximum temperature as thermal springs. He divided thermal springs
into three groups, tepid springs (from 20°C to less than 40°C), warm springs
(from 40°C to less than 70°C) and hot springs (over 70°C). According to Tokyo
Hygienic Laboratory classification, however, which is widely adopted in Japan,
thermal springs are separated from cold springs at 25°C. The author has adopted
this classification.

We do not like to bathe in water below human body temperature, however,
so from this viewpoint, tepid springs are separated from hot springs. A comfortable
temperature for bathing is 40°C—45°C for Japanese. Thus, thermal springs of less
than 40°C were dealt with as tepid springs, and those 40°C or higher as hot springs.

In addition, there are many springs, called “Yangsu” (medicine water),
“Yongch’on” (holy spring), “Naengch’6n” (cold spring), “Kamch’on’ (sweet
spring), “Hamch’6n” (salty spring), “Samch’6n” (acid spring), “Ch’usu’ (spicy
water), etc., all over the peninsula. All are used mainly for drinking purpose. Some
of those called “Yangsu”, “Naengch’6n” or “Kamch’6n” are not special in
quality, and some are mineralized so little that they are sometimes more pure
than common groundwater. “Hamch’6on’ are commonly found near the sea-
shore, so some may contain water intruding from the sea. Some “Yangsu”, which
are appreciated for their iron oxide content, have their source in pyrite-bearing
quartz veins, exposed in abandoned adits. Hence, the total number of cold mineral
springs may be reduced if strictly examined. However, all those described as
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