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Introductory Note

Various geologic structures, each bearing its own history of tectonic develop-
ment, are found in Japan, Korea and Manchuria. Their comparison is, therefore,
a subject of more than local interest. I have already published the results of my
studies on Japan in 1941.

In Korea and South Manchuria there are three folded zones called, from north
to south, the Taitzuho, P’yeongnam and Okch’eon zones. They are separated by
the P’yeongbuk and Shantung-Kyeonggi massives. The stratigraphic sequences
of these zones are very different from one another, but agree in the absence of
volcanic material in Palaeozoic and older sediments. In contrast, volcanic erup-
tions took place repeatedly in the Chichibu geosyncline from which the Japanese
islands developed. The Akiyoshi, Sakawa or Oyashima folded mountains in Japan
differ from the structures of the folded zones in Koreo-Manchuria in that a
metamorphosed axis is present in each.

The anticlines and synclines in the Okeh’eon zone in South Korea have pro-
longed axes which are nearly parallel to one another and have many long thrust
lines. Such parallelism is not seen in the P’yeongnam-Liaotung or the Taitzuho-
Yalu zone. The P’yeongnam-Liaotung zone consists of many brachy-anticlines
and -synclines, and structural domes and basins which are disposed in checker
pattern. In the Liaotung peninsula remarkable differences in the stratigraphic
sequence and the mode of crustal deformation between the P’yeongnam geosyn-
cline and P’yeongbuk massif, on the south and north side of the Yatung bay re-
spectively, are interesting. From the Taitzuho valley to the Yalu-Hunchiang trib-
utaries one can see a great variety of deformation which occurred in kratonic and
quasikratonic terrains. It is of primary importance to describe these various aspects
of geologic structures to the extent that they are known in the Taitzuho-Yalu zone
as well as the P’yeongnam-Liaotung zone.

Because different types of structures were produced at one place or another by
the same disturbance, such differences must be attributed to the quality and quan-
tity of sediments and the character of their basement. There are excellent examples
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